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t would be easy to make a case for Cornwall being the most ruggedly

beautiful of all the English counties.Whether it's walking across the

moors or exploring the coastline it's impossible not to be struck by the
stark beauty of our southernmost county.

It can conveniently be split into two halves based on the very distinct coastlines.

The southern coastline, which we explored first, is full of little coves, the sort of

place once favoured by pirates and
smugglers, where illicit deeds were car-
ried out in the dead of night.

So to explore, where better than to base
yourself at the Lugger Hotel in the tiny village
of Portloe? The hotel is split into three sepa-
rate buildings with just 22 rooms. Even so it
dominates the harbour.

There was an inn on the site of the current
hotel in the 17th century which is reputed to
have been the haunt of local smugglers.

Indeed, one of the landlords of the inn,
Black Dunstan, was hanged for smuggling in
the 1890s. The inn’s liquor licence was with-
drawn and it ceased trading.

Enchanting

The current hotel is in a boutique-style with
light, airy rooms many with enchanting views
looking out to sea or over the harbour, where
the fishermen land their daily catch.

All rooms offer everything you would ex-
pect, with the latest in TV and DVD technol-
ogy, Wi-Fi, well-equipped bathrooms and
even fluffy bathrobes and slippers.

The communal areas have plenty of open
fires, solid wooden beams and a cosy feel.

But perhaps the most impressive aspect of
The Lugger is the eating experience.

The restaurant is perched over the harbour
and you can hear the waves crashing almost
beneath your feet.

As you would expect there is plenty of fish
and shellfish on the menu - largely deter-
mined by what has been landed that day, but
also options for meat eaters and vegetarians.

| enjoyed a bouillabaisse that was at least
as good as anything that you would find in
Marseille, while my wife, who is not a fish
eater, simply loved her steak. If you were
staying anywhere in Cornwall it would be
worth travelling there just for the food alone.

Breakfast was a match for dinner — any-
where that has four different types of fish on

Relax in the spa at Bedruthan Steps Hotel which has sea views

Report by Tim Walters

the menu is a winner in my book. The Lugger
is really perfect for couples and is a great rep-
resentation of what the south coast is all
about.

And so in its own way is the Bedruthan
Steps Hotel which we visited on the north
coast.

It overlooks the coast at Mawgan Porth,
not far from Newquay, on a coastline rich in
sandy beaches ideal for children.

Which is exactly what is so wonderful
about the Bedruthan Steps Hotel. The em-
phasis is firmly on the family.

With 40 years experience, it knows exactly
how to cater for youngsters while giving par-
ents plenty of time to relax.

There are indoor and outdoor play areas,
daily entertainment, heated swimming pools,
surf school and the Ofsted registered Chil-
dren’s Clubs to choose from, not forgetting
the stunning Mawgan Porth beaches.

Parents can check their little ones into one
of the three hour long ‘Kid’s Clubs’ sessions,
and while they are painting and playing, es-
cape for a little ‘me’ time in the spa.

The spa itself boasts absolutely stunning
views across the sea which you can enjoy
from the comfort of an oversized spa pool
which is for adults only. There is also a swim-
ming pool, several steam rooms and all the
latest beauty treatments that you would ex-
pect from a hotel of this quality.

Every one of the rooms or villas has a baby
listening device which is connected to the
switchboard meaning you can relax while
having your evening meal.

The food itself is well pitched. There are
special meal times for the much younger
ones, giving you plenty of time to settle them
down before heading for your own. The
menu in the beautifully-appointed restaurant
is focused firmly on local produce and not
surprisingly there’s plenty of fish.

Rugged Cornish coast has
stunning sea views to enjoy

=

The tiny village of Portloe in Cornwall is the location of the Lugger Hotel, perched over the harbour

FactBox |

£110in
Hotel start from
prices at the Lug?.es'mg to £290 for a cottage%
Jow seasol pased on two P

' suite in ple having B&B- Visit

WWW. tel.co.uk
ru:gggesr’;%s Hotel start from

Bedruthan Steps prides itself on making it-
self as sustainable as possible. From the
solar panels heating the outdoor pools, grass
roofs to provide insulation, sensor operated
lights through to the reusing rain water runoff
from the Ocean Spa and the compost bins,
nothing goes to waste.

The rooms are clean and functional, and
if you’ve got young children (up to about 12)
and you don’t fancy going abroad, then the ht for dinner, B&B m a
Bedruthan Steps ticks all the right boxes.Ok, £77 per person Pe',,': ',g Jow season rising fo it
it's not a cheap option but the fact families non-séa wevgl ’f’g?, ent in high season- is l
go back year after year and you have to book £129 for an bedruthan .com
in advance says much about the Bedruthan
Steps experience.
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Tel: MA82 8978 73

Modern fully serviced caravans
in pretty countryside
near Tenbury Wells

Fully fitted kitchen, shower and toilet,
beds made up for you, central heating, WiFi

Confirm your booking

by the end of February and get

£40 OFF

- Télephone for brochure
-+ 01885410331

www.stmichaelscaravans.co.uk

HOLIDAY HOMES

Open for |1 months FOR SALE

of the year IN MID WALES
RS COUNTRY CARAVAN
with Live Entertainment PARK, FOEL,
* Full Security Entrance WELSHPOOL

*120 Acre Golf Course SY21 ONS

Open on March Ist.
Closes Jan 31st 2012.

In excellent condition on
lovely caravan park.Astroturf
all weather bowling green,
tennis court, pitch & putt,
private fishing, heated pool and
social club. Satellite connection
to all caravans.

GREAT OFFERS
AVAILABLE from

by Supercoach

Camping Solmar, Blanes
Mobile Homes & Lodges
Toyca Apartments
Half Board & All Inclusive Hotels
Free Child Places all season (under 17s

- see brochure for details)
2011 Brochure available NOW!

Spain by Air - from Birmingham

3* Hotel Maripins - Malgrat de Mar - 8 Days ¢ 7 Nights
08 May from £299.95, 05 June from £319.95,
21 August from £469.95

3* Hotel Marinada - Salou - 8 Days * 7 Nights
13 May from £299.95, 10 June from £359.95,
16 September from £369.95

Camping Solmar - Blanes - 8 Days ¢ 7 Nights
Classic Mobile Home
08 May & 20 May

Adults from £179.95
Kids under 17 yrs from £159.95

Adults from £199.95
Kids under 17 yrs from £179.95

Adults from £229.95
Kids under 17 yrs from £199.95
Child prices apply when sharing with a minimum of
2 full fare paying passengers

LOCAL PICK UP POINTS
GET YOUR BROCHURE TODAY

024 7665 0123

BOOKINGS 024 7645 5544
www.harryshaw.co.uk

05, 26 June

17 July

04 Mar Disneyland Paris - Day Trip

Deals by Coach

from £59.9°

from £129.°°
15 May ¢ 12 June ° 10 July

04 Mar Paris Day Trip

from £139.°°

from £19.°%

Adinkerke - 3 Days * 2 Nights

2 Days * 1 Night

04 Mar Folkestone Weekend - with included day trip to Dutch Bulb Fields
i H 95
from £69. & Amsterdam
05 Mar Bath, Weston Super Mare & Cheddar Gorge

Novotel Antwerp

05 Mar Rhine & Cologne Carnival Special
4 Days * 3 Nights

95
from £59. Half Board
15 April - 4 Days * 3 Nights
from £99.95 from £199.%

Fairlands Hotel

07 Mar Eastbourne Super Deal - 5 Days ¢ 4 Nights

from £119.°%

3 Days ¢ 2 Nights

11 Mar Lake District Weekend - Clifton Hill Hotel

4 Days °* 3 Nights
15 April - from £169.%°

from £89.°°

Break - 4 Days ¢ 3 Nights

11 Mar Scarborough - Grand Hotel - All Inclusive

Andre Rieu & the Johann

from £129.95 Strauss Orchestra

12 Mar Manchester & Salford Quays
2 Days * 1 Night

MEN Arena, Manchester

from £49.°° || 2 Days ¢ 1 Night - 21 April

14 Mar Bournemouth Super Deal
5 Days * 4 Nights

Go Inclusive - 1 hour free bar and 2 excursions to
enhance your holiday from just £20 per person extra

from £139.°°
The Ardennes &

from £119.°°

Luxembourg
Grand Hotel de Vianden

18 Mar Amsterdam Mini Cruise
3 Days ¢ 2 Nights

5 Days °* 4 Nights - 25 April

18 Mar Paignton - top class Queens Hotel
4 Days * 3 Nights

21 Mar Paignton - Torbay Court Hotel
5 Days * 4 Nights

from £99.%% from £239.95
Mickey’s Magical
from £99.°° ) .
Fireworks & Bonfire
from £99.95 Disney’s Hotel Santa Fe

3 Days * 2 Nights - 03 Nov

EUROPE by First Class Coach

Austria ¢ Italy * Switzerland ¢ Poland °
Hungary * Germany * France

from £139.95

HUNDREDS OF MORE
HOLIDAYS AVAILABLE - RING FOR
A BROCHURE OR CHECK OUT
OUR AMAZING PRICES ONLINE

LOCAL PICK UP POINTS

BOOKINGS: 024 7645 5544
BROCHURES: 024 7665 0123

Established over 45 years * ABTA bonded for your peace of mind

Polruan-By-Fowey, Cornwall
y Y

POLRUAN Traditional Cottages
(r_ River, Sea and Harbour Views
Daphne Da Maurier Walking, Bird Watching, Sailing, Fishing

Quaint, Unspoilt Friendly Village

Festival
Vacancies 12th - 21st May 2011

Brochure and bookings:
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PAIGNTON

Trentham Guest House
QUALITY ACOMMODATION
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
See our website
www.trenthamguesthouse.co.uk
(owned by ex Wolverhampton couple)

25 yards from seafront

01803 557704

HOTEL VIRGINIA

Wolverhampton,

WINTER WARMERS

Cannock, Walsall, Dudley and West Bromwich - Torquay return

Departs 28th Feb - 5 Days (4 nights) Only £90

INCLUSIVE OF: ¢ En suite rooms

ALSO BOOKING FOR EASTER 21ST APRIL-25TH APRIL ONLY £160

Faulkland Road, Torquay TQ2 5JH

* Choice of breakfast and 3 course Evening Meal
¢ Entertainment, Dancing, Bingo

¢ Licensed Bar / Happy Hour

* Full Day Excursions

* 400 yards to Gardens / Beach / Town Centre

¢ No single room supplement




