Dally Mail, Saturday, September 10, 2011

%ﬁ&rcz
WA T E R WAY R
Legaudary river cruises. Tnspived design.”

2012 Luxury European River Cruises
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HERE aren’t many
things more frus-
trating than driv-
ing around Leeds if
you don’t know
whereyou're going.
The one-way system
sucks you in, then spits
you out down a blind alley
or on a bank by the canal.

Even the nice Irish lady on
my satnav falls silent, utterly
bemused by the senseless
brutality of the town planners.
‘Turn around,’ she says, finally.
What she means is: ‘Get the
hell out of here.”

Eventually, I phone The New
Ellington and a bright young

2012 Cruises

now on sale
Cruises from £999

Receive a FREE case of wine when you book
any 2012 cruise’ — Book by 30:September 2011

Why choose a river cruise with Avalon Waterways

Exceptional fleet
¥ The youngest fleet sailing

Strong stuff: The New Ellington bar has 17 different gins

Luxurious interiors Impeccable service
+ The largest staterooms sailing v Complimentary private

European rivers with an
average age of just 2 years.

« Three new ships, the
Avalon Panorama, Vista and
Visionary each with two
full decks of luxurious 200sg
feet suites,

+ Small and intimate with
modern and contemporary combed cotton linens and
design and the latest European style duvets.
amenities _=nEn__:m on board  Spacious, waiter service,

European rivers, sized at
least 172 sq feet with most
featuring stunning French
balconies.

+ Sophisticated comfort
collection in all staterooms
including premium mattress
covers, Egyptian super-

companions.

help with any queries.
¥ Full board with

or soft drinks served with

features a captivating range of luxury river
cruises to Europe’s most inspiring destinations.

§ with departures ranging from 4 to 19 days.
To order your brochure visit us online
or call us on the number below.

or visit us at www.avaloncruises.co.uk/save

door-to-door transier service
for you and your travelling

+ Services of on board Cruise
Director who is on hand to
complimentary wine, beers

dinner and complimentary
soft drinks served with lunch.

financial district.

mouth Oyster Festi- passes. Jaunty Chris Evans is
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man talks me home down some
pleasant Georgian streets. The
hotel, almost opposite what
used to be Hepper & Sons’
Horse and Carriage Repository,
is near the station in the

It’s new —in the sense that it
was closed for 18 months while
a different management team
was put in place after it became

the-top beaded lampshades,
Nespresso machines and

500 MAKE tracks for

(derided, but they do the job)
and in the bathroom there’s a
framed music sheet of It Ain't
Necessarily So, by George
Gershwin.

Only one complaint: there’s a
strange clicking sound coming
from the air-conditioning or
the plumbing.

The lobby is the bar — or the
bar is the lobby. It’s a riot of

‘sive, featuring many lesser-
known concoctions, including

grenadine, pineap~ e and lime.
A few of these wuuld make
most people cantankerous,
rather than silent.

The atmosphere is muEQ
service impeccable.

The restaurant aogﬂmh.m
in the basement is nowhere
near as vibrant as the main
event upstairs. Our waiter
comes from Boston, and we

fitness centre and hair'salon. open seating restaurant, < Sightseeing with local part of the growing Bespoke colour, with plenty of moody get the impression that he’d
v Spacious sky deck to + Impressive public areas guides. Hotels group. places to sit and ponder. MN&E@W UMmﬂwu.gm.mmmoﬁﬂmmgm
admire the stunning passing including club lounge and + Included gratuities on all There are 35 rooms. Jazz is It helps if you like gin. There amn Xor C

landscapes. spacious bar. our 2012 river cruises. the theme, based around Duke  are 17 different types, most of
Ellington, who played at the Which I have never heard of.

A .Es Leeds music festival in 1958. One is called Death’s Door, E HAVE sh

Request your 2012 river cruising brochure -\9..« _..o“.n_ﬁ‘ - Beds are big, with sumptuous  which comes from Wisconsin, b w.mns

Our new 2012 European river cruises brochure J__Sm.. :m, Egyptian linen. There are over- The cocktail menu is impres- Eunnmnﬁmn chips

and a fruity
bottle of caber-

Discover enchanting cruises on the Rhine, WW%.W% M%MMM.MM rather than MWM H,mh%%\uw hﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬂ%ﬂﬂnﬁm net sauvignon.
Danube, Seine, Moselle and Rhone rivers My room has a trouser press  prisesrum, maraschino liqueur, Basement restaurants can

work at night, but they're
almost always grim the next
day for breakfast. This is no
exception. In fact, the decor
looks downright tacky in the
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hear me calling him when he

ADVERTISEMENT

Here’s your chance to win a fabulous trip

for two aboard one of the most luxurious :

cruise ships on the ocean —the renowned

Queen Elizabeth

The prize is a nine-night Mediterranean Memories voyage for two people,

sharing a balcony stateroom up to £3,238 value*

Call 0843 373 4080 to book a voyage on (ueen Elizabeth;
go to www.cunard.com to contact your travel agent

*Prize rules and terms and conditions apply

TO ENTER register at www.mailonline.co uk/cunard
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